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costs and family shelter awaited* In 1931, for the first time
in history, the number departing exceeded the number ar-
riving, a trend which persisted until 1936, when a slight gain
at last reappeared and, augmented by the refugee traffic, grew
steadily until after the outbreak of the Second World War.
The decade as a whole offered a startling contrast to past
ones. Whereas in 1921-1930 the sum total of immigrants
reached 4,107,209, in 1931-1940 it sank to 528,431, the
smallest decennial crop since 1820-1830.
Despite the talk long fashionable in intellectual European
circles about the blemishes of American civilization—race
riots, gangsters, corrupt politics, bloated capitalists and pan-
demic vulgarity—the United States reenacted its proverbial
role as the haven of the liberal exile. These refugees, unlike
the earlier waves of German and Italian farmers, mechanics
and laborers, included a remarkably high percentage of phy-
sicians, scientists, scholars, musicians, artists and authors eager
to contribute their best to the land of their adoption. Among
them were the physicist Albert Einstein, the novelist Thomas
Mann, conductors Arturo Toscanini and Otto Klemperer,
composers Arnold Schoenberg, Paul Hindemith and Kurt
Weill, the architect Walter Gropius, the painter George
Grosz, the geneticist Richard Goldschmidt, the bacteriologist
Carl Lange, the cultural historian Giuseppe A. Borgese and a
former chancellor of Germany, Heinrich Bruening, domiciled
as professor of public administration at Harvard. Most of
the refugees found ready employment. The Emergency Com-
mittee in Aid of Displaced German Scholars helped to sub-
sidize savants while they worked on campuses or with re-
search foundations until their adaptability and value could
be gauged properly, while Manhattan's New School for
Social Research in 1933 set up a "University in Exile** which
gave employment to a hundred and seventy-eight European
professors.*
* Between September, 1939, and May, 1941—and in throngs just after
Hitler's break-through in the West—nearly seven thousand European children

